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CREATURE FEATURE: RING-TAILED CAT (Bassariscus astutus)

CCWC to host DamNation at the Carpinteria Theater

The Ring-tailed cat is a species in the raccoon family native to North America, ranging from California to
Texas and south through Central America. Ring-tailed cats inhabit arid, rocky areas with a nearby water
source. The ring-tailed cat is light brown to dark brown in color with alternating white and black rings
along the tail and white fur encircling the eyes. Its body length can reach 12-17 inches with a tail that is
just as long giving a total length of 24-34 inches. This small mammal typically weighs only a few pounds
(1.5 – 3.5 lbs). Similar to the raccoon, the ring-tailed cat is solitary and nocturnal, but it is timid and
therefore rarely seen by humans. Mating happens between February and May and two to four cubs are
born in the late spring or early summer. After five to six weeks, the cubs are covered in fur and their eyes
open. They are usually weaned by fall and ready to mate in the end of their second year of life. The
Ring-tailed cat is an ecologically important mid-sized omnivore with a diet of insects, fruits, vegetation,
small rodents, snakes, lizards and amphibians. They den in tree hollows, rock crevices, and even other
animals’ abandoned burrows. SCHR recently spotted a Ring-tailed cat carcass in the Carpinteria Creek
Watershed.
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DamNation on Wednesday July 30th at 7:00pm at
the Plaza Playhouse Theater in Carpinteria, 4599
Linden Avenue. For more information check out
carpinteriacreek.org
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efforts through seeing this great film.

Upcoming Events

Santa Barbara Creek Week
Santa Barbara’s 15th Annual Creek Week will take
place September 20th -28th, 2014! Creek Week is an
annual community event celebrating our local creeks
and the ocean with many local groups sponsoring
events to help build awareness and stewardship of
the watersheds and natural treasures of Santa
Barbara. For a full schedule of events and more
information check out sbcreekweek.com

SRF Steelhead Summit
The Salmonid Restoration Federation will be hosting
the first annual Steelhead Summit in Ventura
California, at the Four Points Sheraton, October 21st
and 22nd 2014. The two day summit will focus on
issues related to steelhead monitoring and restoration efforts. For more information check out
calsalmon.org
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with
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sponsoring events to help build awareness and
stewardship of the natural treasures of Santa
Barbara. Creek Week will kick off on Coastal
Clean up day with creek cleanup and beach
cleanups scheduled throughout the county. Stay

carpinteriacreek.org.

tuned for the full schedule of events check out
SBCreekWeek.com for more information.

Construction Projects for 2014
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First Annual Steelhead Summit

Environmental Law and Politics in a few weeks.

SCHR is gearing up for a busy construction season.
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this voluntary habitat restoration project is moving forward and will make considerable

across
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summer are July 11th, September 12th, and
October 10th. Check out edcnet.org for more info
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Ventura Water Film Contest: Water Take 1
Ventura Water presents Water: Take 1, an
exciting and important initiative that highlights our
relationship with Water: How we look at it, how
we use it and how we share it. The film
competition presents the best water-themed short
films, narrative, documentary, comedy, drama,
animation, and live action film submissions to a
distinguished jury made up of leaders in water
and environmental issues and influential
members of the community. Film submissions are
being accepted now through November 1st, 2014.
For more info check out watertake1.com
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The Mission of South Coast Habitat Restoration is to protect, conserve, and restore the various habitats and native
biodiversity of Santa Barbara and Ventura. For more information please visit us at: schabitatrestoration.org
Support SCHR Visit www.earthisland.org/schr/donate to support our ongoing efforts, your contribution is tax deductible
Contact us: SCHR Director: Mauricio Gomez
SCHR Project Manager: Erin Brown

mgomez@schabitatrestoration.org
erinbrown@schabitatrestoration.org

805-729-8787
925-548-2659

Production of this newsletter is funded by the Department of Fish and Wildlife, Fisheries Restoration Grant Program.
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