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SCHR Director recognized as recipient of award          
at Annual SRF Conference 

SCHR DIRECTOR MAURICIO GOMEZ LEADING 
A FIELD TOUR THROUGH THE CARPINTERIA 

CREEK WATERSHED 
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innovative approach to carrying out salmonid 

�U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V���� �0�D�X�U�L�F�L�R�¶�V�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H��

last 10 years have seen the removal of 12 fish 

passage barriers and opening up of over 30 

miles of habitat thanks to his ability to foster 

positive relationships with property owners, 

funders and permitting agencies to complete 

meaningful restoration in a relatively short 

period of time.  

The 32nd Annual Salmonid Restoration    

Conference was held in Santa Barbara this 

year. The conference focused on a broad 

range of watershed restoration topics of    

concern to restoration practitioners,           

watershed scientists, fisheries biologists,     

resource agency personnel, land-use         

planners, and landowners. SCHR lead a field 

tour to local fish passage restoration sites in 

Santa Barbara County and presented on the 

successful efforts of the Carpinteria Creek 

Watershed Coalition restoring habitat for the 

endangered southern steelhead trout.  

 

In addition SCHR Director, Mauricio Gomez 
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Golden Pipe Award. The golden pipe award 

highlights   individuals   who  have   taken   an  

Refugio Creek Mouth Restoration Continues! 
Arundo, Black Acacia, Pampas Grass,      

Fennel, Castor Bean, Brazilian Pepper trees, 

California Pepper trees, Eucalyptus, as well 

as   annual  grasses.  Non-native   trees   and  

continued on page 3 

South Coast Habitat Restoration has         

partnered with Channel Islands Restoration 

(CIR) and California State Parks at Refugio 

State Beach to plant thousands of potted 

native plants in an effort to restore the native 

habitat alongside the mouth of Refugio Creek. 

Since January 11, 2014 over 2,500 native 

container plants were installed at the site with 

the help of 214 community volunteers. The 

goal of the project is to increase the habitat 

and ecological value of the mouth of Refugio 

Creek through the removal of non-native flora 

and planting of native flora along the banks. 

Non-native vegetation at the site included Fan 

Palms,     Guadalupe     Palms,     Myoporum,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

shrubs were removed from the site in Octo-

ber, 2013. A number of existing native ripar-

ian trees, willows and cottonwoods were 

maintained on site.  Native flora to be planted 

at the site includes riparian trees and coastal 

scrub species. The native vegetation 

will provide shade for the creek and over 

hanging cover habitat for aquatic species as 

well as forage and nesting habitat for birds.  

 

This project has been made possible with 

funding from The Earth Island Institute and 

support from the State Coastal Conservancy, 

the Wildlife Conservation Board,  the South-

ern California Wetlands Recovery Project and 

Southern California Edison. The first phase of 

planting is now complete. Stay tuned for up-

coming weeding and site maintenance volun-

teer events. Thank you to all the volunteers 

that have supported this effort to date. For 

more information and photographs check out 

refugiocreekmouth.org. 

ONE OF MANY RECENT VOLUNTEER PLANTING 
EVENTS AT REFUGIO STATE BEACH 


